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 Capitol Comments 
It is hard to believe that we 

have already completed three 
weeks of the legislative session 
and have reached an important 
deadline in the legislative calen-
dar.  As of Friday, January 25th, 
no additional bills can be re-
quested by an individual legisla-
tor (with some exceptions).  
This deadline is unique to the 
second year of a general assem-
bly, and helps the legislative 
process move forward by allow-
ing the legislature to focus on 
bills that have already been 
drafted and introduced.   

Standing committees are 
now focusing on these intro-
duced bills and work on our 
committees is in full swing.  
This week, I heard presentations 
from Roya Stanley, Director of 
the Office of Energy Independ-
ence, in both the House Agricul-
ture Committee and House Eco-
nomic Growth Committee.  Di-
rector Stanley informed us of the 
work being done to establish the 
Iowa Power Fund, which fo-
cuses on renewable energies and 
energy independence initiatives.  
The Power Fund is truly making 
Iowa an innovator and leader in 
the bioeconomy.   

Also in the Agriculture 
Committee, Norm Olson of the 
Iowa Energy Center spoke to us 
about the possibility of using 
ammonia as a fuel source.  I 
encourage you to read further 
about this fascinating presenta-
tion later on in the newsletter.  

In Natural Resources, DNR 
Director Rich Leopold shared 
his 2008 priority list with the 
committee.  Included on this list 

is the need for comprehensive 
and dynamic state water and air 
plans, sustainable funding for 
natural resources, and environ-
mental education programming.  
I am encouraged by Director 
Leopold’s willingness to work 
with the Natural Resources 
Committee, as well as the De-
partment of Agriculture and 
other state agencies to achieve 
these goals.  I know this spirit of 
cooperation will lead to good 
work in the future. 
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Finally, the Education Ap-
propriations Subcommittee, of 
which I am Vice-Chair, had the 
opportunity to welcome all three 
Regents University Presidents 
and the President of the Board 
of Regents to our subcommittee 
this week.  One of the accom-
plishments I am most proud of 
from last year is the legislature’s 
commitment to funding the Re-
gents at a level which prevents 
large tuition increases.  In fact, 
tuition at our three state schools 
went up just 3.2%, the smallest 
increase in decades.  University 
of Northern Iowa President Ben 
Allen, University of Iowa Presi-
dent Sally Mason, Iowa State 
University President Gregory 
Geoffroy, and Board of Regents 
President David Miles all ex-
pressed their appreciation to the 
legislature on behalf of Iowa’s 
working families for this com-
mitment to higher education.  
Despite the snowy weather, I 
was still lucky enough to have 
visitors at the Capitol this week.  
Four students in Oelwein’s FFA 
program dropped by with their 
in 
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Rep. Wenthe with Scott    
Smalley and students in 

Oelwein’s FFA  Program 
 

Instructor Scott Smalley to 
discuss the important of the 
FFA and how it is preparing 
them for their future ca-
reers.  Students from 
Hawkeye Community Col-
lege and Northeast Iowa 
Community College also 
came for a visit and we 
talked about the importance 
of funding our community 
colleges.  Finally, Cindy 
Ramer came to Des Moines 
as an advocate for Iowa’s 
Caregivers Association.  

 
 
 

As always, please do not hesi-
tate to contact me via email, 
phone or mail if you have any 
questions or concerns.  I look 
forward to seeing you around 
the district soon! 
    

 
Rep. Wenthe with students 

from Northeast Iowa 
Community College 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew in the District 
 

 Public Forum at Clermont       
Library at 9:30am on Saturday, 
February 2. 

 Gavin’s Foods Supermarket 
Sweep in Fayette sponsored by 
the Fayette County Farm  
Bureau  at 2:00pm on Saturday,  
February 2. 

 
Rep. Wenthe with students 
from Hawkeye Community 

College

Shaken Baby Program

House File 2058 establishes a 
statewide shaken baby syndrome 
prevention program within the 
Iowa Department of Public Health 
(IDPH).  The bill passed the House 
Human Resources committee this 
week. 

According to Prevent Child 
Abuse Iowa, from 1995 to 2005, 
forty five children died as a result 
of being either shaken or slammed.  
Twenty eight of these children 
were less than 1 years old.  

The program is designed to 
educate parents, and persons re-

sponsible for caring for a child, 
through multimedia and written 
materials about the dangers to chil-
dren three years or younger caused 
by shaken baby syndrome.  Spe-
cifically, the program will provide 
alternative techniques for venting 
anger and frustration. 

The IDPH will work with ex-
perts in child abuse prevention, 
child health, and parent education 
in developing resources and mate-
rials for the program.  The educa-
tional materials will be distributed 
across Iowa in collaboration with 

birth centers, birthing hospitals, 
family support programs and child 
care providers.  In addition, these 
organizations and others working 
with expecting families are encour-
aged to inform parents and persons 
about the program, and make pro-
gram resources and materials avail-
able to them. 

The bill will now be placed on 
the House Calendar and is eligible 
for consideration by the entire 
House.
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Natural Resources Funding  
The Legislature’s committee 

studying ways to provide sustain-
able funding for Iowa’s natural 
resources are recommending that 
the full Legislature ask Iowans to 
invest in Iowa’s outdoor recreation 
opportunities by increasing the 
sales tax 3/8th of 1¢ and protecting 
that investment by constitutionally 
insuring it goes for water quality 
and outdoor recreation.  This in-
crease would generate the $150 
million new dollars that is needed 
to jump start Iowa’s outdoor rec-
reation activities and improve soil 
and water quality. 
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Iowa State University econo-
mists told committee members that 
recreation amenities and activities 
in Iowa generate economic benefits 
beyond spending impacts.  Their 
conclusion is that more than 27,400 
jobs and $580 million in income 
are being generated in the Iowa 
recreation industry.  The economic 
value for the rates of participation 
in outdoor recreation activities, be 
it hunting, fishing, boating, swim-
ming, wildlife viewing, hiking, 
riding, picnicking, or just relaxing, 
yielded aggregate economic values 

exceeding $1.1 billion annually in 
Iowa. 

The ISU study also noted that 
recreation opportunities and natural 
resources are important to retaining 
and attracting skilled workers in 
Iowa, especially the younger gen-
eration.  Quality of life factors are 
increasingly important considera-
tions in the competition for recruit-
ing and retaining entrepreneurs and 
skilled workers. 

The committee agreed with the 
study that new investments to im-
prove the environment and add 
recreation opportunities generates 
economic benefits to Iowa.  The 
additional $150 million would fully 
fund Iowa’s Resource Enhance-
ment and Protection (REAP) pro-
gram at $20 million, establish a 
local conservation partnership pro-
gram with local governments and 

nongovernmental entities, provide 
watershed protection, lakes restora-
tion, and additional trails. 

The committee also urges the 
Legislature to adopt House File 
2080, which provides Iowa land-
owners with charitable tax credits if 
they set aside land for preservation 
and conservation.  These credits 
can be leveraged with Federal tax 
deductions for charitable contribu-
tions in order to protect conserva-
tion lands for future generations.  
Setting aside land for preservation 
will help prevent soil erosion and 
protect Iowa’s streams, lakes, and 
wildlife. 

Iowa has 350,000 acres of pub-
licly held lands in a system of state 
and locally owned parks, forests, 
and preserves.  Lakes and streams 
represent an additional 324,000 
surface acres of water in Iowa’s 
132 lakes, 180,000 acres of wet-
lands, and hundreds of miles of 
interior rivers.  There are also 
nearly 900 miles of multi-purpose 
trails in Iowa for biking, hiking, 
and cross-country skiing

 

Additional Funding for Mental Health Risk Pool
The House Appropriations 

Committee approved Senate File 
2023, which earmarks unantici-
pated utility generation tax reve-
nues for the mental health risk 
pool.  The mental health risk pool 
was established to help counties 
who have exhausted all or nearly 
all available resources for mental 
health services, due to the financial 
constraints of Iowa law, and to 
avoid health or safety risks to the 
public.   

Currently, the risk pool has a 
balance of $560,000.  Senate File 

2023 will add an additional 
$627,000 in this current fiscal year 
for the mental health risk pool.  
This will make $1,187,000 avail-
able.  Beginning next year, fiscal 
year 2009, this legislation will pro-
vide $1.2 million annually to the 
mental health risk pool for distribu-
tion to those counties that are in the 
most need of mental health funds.   

Annually, the amount available 
to counties from the risk pool for 
the current fiscal year will depend 
on the amount unobligated and 
deposited into the fund as of Febru-

ary 1st.  Any funds deposited after 
this date, as well as any unobli-
gated balance at the end of the fis-
cal year, remain in the risk pool for 
use in the following fiscal year.  

The bill extends the applica-
tion deadlines for counties to apply 
for the risk pool funds.  Counties 
will have until February 25, 2008, 
to apply for the funds, which are 
distributed by an independent re-
view board.  The board has until 
March 25 to make final decisions 
on the distribution.  If adequate 
funds are not available, funds are 
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prorated among all approved re-
quests. 

The bill now goes to the House 
floor for consideration by the entire 
House.  

Presentation on Adam Walsh Child Protection Act
Members of the House Judici-

ary and Public Safety Committees 
were updated by the Department of 
Public Safety’s Division of Crimi-
nal Investigation on details of the 
federal Adam Walsh Child Protec-
tion Act and what states will need 
to do to come into compliance.   

The Adam Walsh Act expands 
the national sex offender registry, 
strengthens federal penalties for 
crimes against children, authorizes 
new regional Internet crimes 
against children task forces, creates 
a National Child Abuse Registry, 
and requires background checks of 
adoptive and foster parents.  The 
law does not address the issues of 
residency restrictions or activity 
restrictions. 

States have until July 27, 2009, 
or one year after software is avail-
able, to implement the law.  States 
are allowed to ask for two one-year 
extensions.  Failure to comply is 
the loss of 10% of federal Byrne 
grant moneys, which are used for 
local law enforcement efforts.   
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The department 
said that Iowa received 
$4.2 million for fiscal 
year 2007 in Byrne 
grant money, so the 
loss to Iowa would 
be approximately 
$420,000.  For the next fiscal year, 
2008, Iowa is expected to receive a 

67% cut to the Byrne grant for a 
total of $1.4 million.  This would 
result in a $140,000 reduction for 
noncompliance with the Adam 
Walsh Act. 

Draft federal guidelines to im-
plement the law were released on 
May 17, 2007.  The public com-
ment period has closed, but Iowa is 
still waiting on the final guidelines.  
These guidelines will provide the 
minimum standards states will need 
to meet to come into compliance.  
States are allowed to be more strin-
gent. 

Sex Offender Registry 
Iowa currently has a state sex 

offender registry.  The Adam 
Walsh Act provides for a uniform 
national sex offender registry.  Cur-
rently, all 50 states are linked to a 
public registry, but the registries 
are dissimilar.  The Act also pro-
hibits states from waiving juveniles 
from registration requirements. 

The Adam Walsh Act provides 
for a three-tier level for registration 
requirements based on the offense.  
For the lowest offenses, the offend-
ers would stay on the registry for 
15 years and must appear annually 
to update their information.  Sec-
ond tiered offenses require a 25 
year registration and six month 
updates.  For the most heinous 
crimes, lifetime registration is re-

quired and updates every three 
months. 

Currently, Iowa requires sex 
offenders to remain on the sex of-
fender registry for 10 years.  For 
the most heinous crimes, Iowa re-
quires a lifetime registration. 

Information required for a na-
tional sex offender registry would 
include where the offender resides; 
is an employee, or is a student; 
their name and any alias used; 
internet identifiers and addresses; 
telephone numbers; social security 
numbers; and physical addresses.  
Homeless people will have to pro-
vide the location on the street, 
where they station themselves, 
shelters where they circulate or 
places where they frequent. 

Offenders would also be re-
quired to provide information on 
temporary lodging situations, 
places where they stay seven or 
more days, and copies of all travel 
and immigration documents.  They 
would have to provide where they 
work and any professional licenses.  
Current photographs are required, 
as are finger and palm prints, a 
DNA profile, and a copy of their 
driver’s license.  They would also 
be required to provide license plate 
numbers and vehicle descriptions, 
including any watercraft or aircraft 
they own or operate. 

Females Under-Represented in Math and Science 
The House Education Commit-

tee heard a presentation on Monday 
from the new head of the Iowa 
Commission on the Status of 
Women (ICSW), Rachel Scott. 

ICSW presented a panel of 
speakers that included Christine 

Brus, the Director of Women in 
Science and Engineering at the 
University of Iowa; Karen Zunkel, 
Director of Program for Women in 
Science and Engineering at Iowa 
State University; and Christa Addy, 
Business Systems Consultant at 
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage. 

The presenters 
each gave their 
perspective as to 
why women are 
not currently in 
the fields of 
science, 
technology, 
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engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM) and how policymakers, 
communities, businesses, and edu-
cation can encourage more partici-
pation by women. 

Right now it is evident that 
there is an overall gender gap by 
looking at areas such as salaries, 
enrollments in STEM programs, 
and selected occupations.  Women 
on average make only 65% of what 
a man makes and more often select 
traditional occupations.  Women in 
Iowa make up about 57% of col-
lege enrollment, but only partici-
pate in STEM programs at a rate of 
17%. 

ICSW gave several reasons 
that influence women in STEM 
areas: student behavior, attitudes 
and aspirations, academic prepara-
tion, pre-college education (cur-
riculum/instruction, teachers and 
counselors, learning opportunities), 
family and environmental support, 
role models, and post secondary  
factors (structure and commitment, 

academic and social climate, and 
special programs). 

There is also a possible stereo-
type in society that is a self-
fulfilling prophecy.  If people say, 
“girls are not good at math,” then 
girls start to believe they are not 
good at math.  This perpetuates the 
social stigma of the STEM climate. 

ICSW believes that women 
and girls provide the greatest op-
portunity to meet the STEM worker 
shortage.  They support STEM 
legislation and appropriations as 
well as these recommendations: 

• Include gender accountability 
measures (such as requiring grant-
ees to have credible equity plans) 

• Include proactive and ambi-
tious targeted initiatives within 
“marketing” funds for STEM 

• Build upon success of existing 
programs and/or research focused 
on women in STEM 

• Provide opportunities for girls 
and women to belong to STEM 
“communities” 

A list of questions was in-
cluded in the presentation for legis-
lators to ask themselves when is-
sues arise related to STEM or sci-
ence/math education: 

• How will this legislation en-
courage the involvement of women 
into STEM? 

• Could this legislation do more 
to increase the involvement of 
women in STEM? 

• Are there opportunities for the 
initiative to collaborate with others 
working on women in STEM is-
sues? 

For more information on 
ICSW or women in STEM, contact 
Rachel Scott at 515-281-4461 or 
visit their website at 
http://www.state.ia.us/government/
dhr/sw/index.html.  

Top Experts on Race and Incarceration Visit Capitol
Two leading experts on the 

link between race and prison incar-
ceration rates educated House and 
Senate leaders on the dispropor-
tionate percentage of minorities 
imprisoned in Iowa.  Garland Hunt, 
chairman of the Georgia Parole 
Board, discussed Georgia’s initia-
tives to reintegrate past offenders 
into society and reduce recidivism.   
Marc Mauer, Executive Director of 
The Sentencing Project, detailed 
discrepancies in the incarceration 
rates of minorities both nationally 
and in Iowa.  Both experts were 
hosted at the Legislature by Repre-
sentative Wayne Ford. 

Chairman Hunt focused on 
Georgia’s efforts to curb recidivism 
of former inmates.  He noted that 
the average Georgia parolee is 34, 
black, single, and male.  He said in 
Georgia the population is 30% Af-
rican American but the prison 
population is 62% African Ameri-
can.  Chairman Hunt stated that the 

two most important elements to 
assure recently released inmates 
succeed are employment and stable 
housing.  Chairman Hunt detailed a 
Georgia program that provides 
$600 per month, for up to 3 
months, for recently released in-
mates designed to procure stable 
housing. 

Marc Mauer, Executive Direc-
tor of The Sentencing Project, fo-
cused on the incarceration rates of 
African Americans compared to 
Caucasians in Iowa.  Mr. Mauer 
noted that African Americans are 
13 times more likely to be incarcer-
ated in Iowa; Iowa’s ratio is the 
worst in the country.  Mr. Mauer 
discussed some of the reasons for 
this disparity, including a lack of 
access to resources, the likelihood 
that these ratios were exacerbated 
at the margins, and that the increas-
ing length of sentences was intensi-
fying the disparity.   

Mr. Mauer said 
one of the most 
effective ways to 
mitigate 
incarceration rates, 
especially minori-
ties, is to focus on 
early prevention programs.  Mr. 
Mauer stated that research has 
shown prevention programs from 
the pre-school to high school level 
for at-risk students have been 
shown to be cost effective.  Mr. 
Mauer also stated that studies have 
shown that every $1 of drug pre-
vention funding results in $7 of 
benefit.   

Finally, Mr. Mauer said focus-
ing on reintegration into society 
after release from prison is effec-
tive, citing research that shows that 
once former prisoners are crime 
free for 7 years their rate of recidi-
vism drops to nearly the same rate 
as for a non-offender.  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     5 
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Iowa Energy Center Suggests Ammonia as Fuel 
The House Agriculture Com-

mittee heard a presentation by 
Norm Olson from the Iowa Energy 
Center at Iowa State University.  
He discussed uses of ammonia and 
benefits to the economy. 

Olson called ammonia the 
“perfect transportation fuel.”  It can 
be produced from any new raw 
energy source, is cost effective, has 
storage and delivery systems al-
ready in place, is environmentally 
friendly, and can be used in any 
prime mover.  Recently researchers 
in Michigan built a car that ran on 
ammonia and drove it all the way 
to California. 

If the U.S. moved to the utili-
zation of ammonia, it could reduce 
our foreign energy dependence.  It 
could also eliminate petroleum 
imports, provide a bridge to renew-
able energy, protect the environ-
ment, create jobs, and eliminate 
ammonia imports. 

The economic impacts of am-
monia are high as well.  There 
could potentially be 1,250 plants 
across the United States that pro-
duce 65,000 tons of ammonia per 
year, and create 375,000 new jobs.  
This would also add value to the 
economy through taxes and spend-
ing. 

Right now, ammonia is deliv-
ered through various systems.  The 
pipeline system is well set up and 
very easy to use.  There are over 
800 retail outlets currently in exis-
tence, just in Iowa.  Other mecha-
nisms of storage and transport in-
clude tanks, rail, barge, cargo, and 
trucks. 

Five end use applications can 
be used right now.  They are spark-
ignition internal combustion en-
gines with ethanol, diesel engines 
with biodiesel, direct ammonia fuel 
cells, gas turbines, and gas burners.  
Anhydrous ammonia is directly 

applied into soil as fertilizer where 
it combines with the soil moisture. 

In a health and safety assess-
ment, ammonia proved to be safer 
than gas and propane.  It has been 
used to make methamphetamine, 
but meth can be made without am-
monia.  Ammonia actually can be 
used to clean up fossil fuel emis-
sions. 

Ammonia creates no green-
house gas emissions.  It can be 
made using electricity and water.  
Ammonia is currently made from 
fossil fuels, but in the future could 
be made from renewable sources.  
It also could help us meet the fed-
eral 2015 freedom car targets.   

For more information on the 
Iowa Energy Center or ammonia 
use, visit their website at 
www.energy.iastate.edu.  

DOT Discusses TIME 21 Study
Iowa Department of Transpor-

tation Director Nancy Richardson 
addressed the Transportation, Infra-
structure and Capitals Subcommit-
tee on the Transportation Invest-
ment Moves the Economy in the 
21st Century (TIME 21) study.  The 
TIME 21 study undertook a legisla-
tive directive to investigate road 
funding in Iowa and found a $200 
million shortfall annually in road 
based funding. 

Director Richardson stated the 
goal of the Legislature’s interim 
committee on TIME 21 was to de-
termine ways to overcome the $200 
million shortfall within three years.  
The interim committee determined 
that all funding sources, save for an 

increase in Iowa’s fuel tax, should 
be considered to overcome the 
shortfall.  Richardson also relayed 
that the interim committee believed 
that the use tax should become con-
stitutionally protected so that any 
funding from that mechanism 
would be used solely for transpor-
tation projects.  Finally, the interim 
committee sought additional infor-
mation on whether general fund 
dollars could be used for road and 
bridge funding in times of emer-
gency. 

Richardson noted that the 
TIME 21 Interim Committee only 
focused on road funding because 
the legislative directive limited the 
scope of the committee to that area.  

She maintained that the DOT is a 
multi-modal organization, noting 
that a large percentage of the 
DOT’s operations budget is spent 
on modes other than roadways. 

Finally, Director Richardson 
stressed that good roads are good 
for the environment.  She pointed 
out that adding lanes, expanding 
the use of turn lanes, and other 
similar projects to improve the 
quality of the roads assure fuel is 
used efficiently.  Richardson said 
roads are not emitting greenhouse 
gases.  We need to focus on the 
vehicles that are on the roads to 
solve the greenhouse gas problem. 

http://www.energy.iastate.edu/
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Septic Tank Inspection Bill Passes Committee 
The House Environmental Pro-

tection Committee passed Senate 
File 261 this week.  This bill re-
quires that private sewage disposal 
systems be inspected before the 
property is sold or transferred.  
Currently, in Iowa, at least 21 
counties have adopted this re-
quirement.   

At the time of inspection, any 
septic tank, as part of the sewage 
disposal system, must be opened 
and have the contents pumped out 
and disposed.  However, the owner 
may provide evidence that the sep-
tic tank was pumped out within the 
previous year.  The previous in-
spection must have been completed 
by a commercial septic tank cleaner 
licensed by the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR).  In addi-
tion, the evidence of the inspection 
must include documentation of the 
size and condition of the tank and 
its components at time of the previ-
ous inspection. 

If a system is failing to guaran-
tee effective wastewater treatment 
or is generally working improperly, 
the system must be renovated to 
meet the current construction stan-
dards, as adopted by DNR.  The 
renovations will be paid for by the 
seller or by the buyer and must be 
done in a reasonable amount of 
time.  A system that is properly 
treating the wastewater and not 
creating an unsanitary condition in 
the environment at the time of in-
spection is not required to meet 
current construction standards. 

After the inspection, the DNR 
inspection form and any related 
reports must be submitted to the 
county for enforcement of any 
mandatory follow up system im-
provements, and to DNR to be kept 
for record.  An inspection is valid 
for a two year time period for any 
ownership transfers during that 
time. 

The county recorder cannot re-
cord a deed or any other property 

transfer or conveyance document 
until a certified inspector’s report is 
provided, which documents the 
current condition of the system and 
whether any modifications are re-
quired to conform to the standards 
adopted by DNR.  Alternately, the 
deed can not be recorded until the 
buyer has implemented and submit-
ted a binding agreement with the 
county board of health to conduct a 
certified inspection of the system at 
the earliest time and to be responsi-
ble for any modifications necessary 
as identified by the certified inspec-
tor.  This would only be due to 
weather or other temporary physi-
cal conditions that would prevent 
the certified inspection from being 
conducted.   

Senate File 261 is now on the 
House Calendar and is ready to be 
considered by the Iowa House.  If 
passed, the bill takes effect on July 
1, 2009.  

Presentation on Iowa Communications Network 
John Gillispie, Department of 

Administrative Services’ Chief 
Operating Officer for the Informa-
tion Technology Enterprise (ITE), 
spoke to the Infrastructure, Trans-
portation and Capitals Subcommit-
tee on the Iowa Communications 
Network (ICN) and the Return on 
Investment (ROI) Program. 

Mr. Gillispie said there are two 
major projects that require re-
placement of equipment.  First, the 
Capitol complex telephone equip-
ment is running on hardware that is 
no longer supported by the manu-

facturer and parts are increasingly 
difficult to find.  This replacement 
project is two-thirds complete.  
Second, the Internet Services 
Technology equipment needs to be 
upgraded.  This is due to a greater 
use of video applications for educa-
tion as well as government and 
other medical services moving to 
Internet Protocol-based technology.  
New equipment will allow for 
greater capabilities by these users. 

The three phase Capitol Com-
plex project will insure redundancy 
in the system in the event of a dis-

aster.  The redundancy will extend 
to fiber, voice and a secondary en-
trance facility. 

The ROI Program provides 
funds from the Pooled Technology 
Fund.  Applications are accepted 
from any agency for information 
technology projects that demon-
strate a positive return on invest-
ment.  Projects are scored based on 
project description, expected re-
sults, and financial analysis, with 
bonus points awarded for multi-
agency or cross-boundary projects. 
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Honey Creek Resort State Park Update 
The joint House and Senate 

Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Budget Subcommittee were pro-
vided an update on Honey Creek 
Resort State Park, Iowa’s first des-
tination park.   

8    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Terry Montgomery, project 
manager for the Department of 
Natural Resources, told legislators 
that the park is set to open mid-
August, 2008.  He noted they are 
trying to make this a very success-
ful park, a tourist destination.  They 
have hired a hotel manager, Central 
Management Group from St. Cloud 
Minnesota, who also runs the water 
park near Cabala’s, among other 
hotels.  A golf superintendent is 
also hired. 

He noted a flurry of activities 
is underway to get the resort open 
by the end of this summer.  The 
construction company contracted to 
do the work is putting in fifteen-
hour work days, six days a week, to 
build the lodge, hotel, restaurant, 
water park, and conference center.  

Masons are beginning the block 
and brick work on the massive 
stone fireplace that will be the cen-
terpiece of the main lodge. 

Lawmakers were concerned 
about the additional $8 million re-
quested by the department.  Mr. 
Montgomery said this money is 
needed to build the 28 family cab-
ins and activity center, which will 
provide the necessary revenue to 
pay off the bonds issued to build 
the project.  The Legislature had 
authorized $28 million in revenue 
generating bonds to build the re-
sort.  The first bond payment needs 
to be paid in June, 2009. 

Due to costs coming in higher 
than projected, the department had 
to delay constructing the cabins and 
activity center.  They assured law-
makers that the $8 million would 
finish the park. 

The total cost of the resort is 
estimated at $51 million.  Besides 
the $28 million in revenue bonds 
and state appropriations, the project 

includes over $4 million in local 
matching money from Appanoose 
and Monroe counties, Rathbun Re-
gional Water Authority, Chariton 
Valley Electrical Cooperative, Iowa 
Telecom, and a private funds cam-
paign drive. 

The new resort, located on the 
shore of Rathbun Lake in southern 
Iowa, will include a 105-room 
lodge, indoor water park with lazy 
river and slides, conference center, 
restaurant and lounge, marina, boat 
ramp, 18-hole golf course, cabins, 
activity center, beach, fishing and 
boating opportunities, and 9.7 miles 
of multi-purpose trails for hiking, 
mountain biking, and cross-country 
skiing. 

Underground Railroad Explored February 3 
The Western Historic Trails 

Center in Council Bluffs will take 
visitors back in time on Sunday, 
February 3, when it hosts a presen-
tation about the George Hitchcock 
House, an Underground Railroad 
site at Lewis, Iowa.  The presenta-
tion will be at 2:00 pm at the West-
ern Historic Trails Center.  The 
presentation is free and open to the 
public.   

The Hitchcock House was de-
clared a National Landmark in 
2006.  The home of Reverend 
George B. Hitchcock was a wel-
come respite for runaway slaves 
and abolitionists who traveled 
through the state. A minister of the 
Congregational Church, Hitchcock 
was an ardent abolitionist and an 
agent for the Underground Rail-
road.  Settling in Lewis in the mid-

1850s, Hitchcock built a log cabin 
where he lived until the completion 
of his stone house around 1856. 
From this house, Hitchcock carried 
out his Underground Railroad ac-
tivities, providing shelter to fugi-
tive slaves on their way north. 

An ardent abolitionist virtually 
his entire adult life, Hitchcock died 
in 1872 in Kansas. His home in 
Iowa stands as a testament to his 
role in the antislavery movement 
and his involvement in the Under-
ground Railroad. 

The George B. Hitchcock 
House is located 1.5 miles west of 
Lewis, on Nishna Valley Road, 
south of U.S. Highway 6.  It is 
open for tours 1-5 p.m. May-
September, and is closed on Mon-

days.  Visit www.hitchcock.org  or 
more information. 

Other surviving buildings as-
sociated with the Underground 
Railroad activities in Iowa include 
the Todd House in Tabor, the Hen-
derson Lewelling House in Salem, 
and the Jordan House in West Des 
Moines. 

http://www.hitchcock.org/
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